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BOOK NOTICES. 

Remaking the Mississippi. By John Lathrop Mathews. 261 pp., 
Illustrations and Index. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1909. 

This book describes the Mississippi River and its tributaries and explains in a 
comprehensive manner the work which has been done upon these streams for 
the control of the waters and the regulation of the channels. The chapter head- 
ings show the scope of the work: The Mississippi System; The Hydrology of the 
System; Controlling the Major Bed; Levee Building and Maintenance; The 
Minor Bed: Regularization ; The River Mouth; The Upper Mississippi; The 
Missouri; The Ohio, and Canalization; Lakes-to-the-Gulf ; The Tributaries; 
The Utilization of the Channels. 

The author is a strong advocate of the reservoir system as a corrective 
measure and, in the main, he treats of the possibilities of reservoirs in moderate 
terms. Occasionally he sees a vision of future prosperity which is not presaged 
altogether in the premises, thus: 

" In the reservoirs thus established in the heart of the Bad Lands will be found, first, a steadying 
influence on the stream; second, a means of settling and collecting suspended earth; third, a source of 
supply for irrigation and of power for pumping; fourth, perhaps best of all, a decided influence on the 
climate, producing by evaporation an added moisture for the air, which will not be without its effect 
upon the surrounding country. Trees will be planted along the river banks; and the added moisture, 
aided by irrigation, will be used to transform such of the adjacent regions as can be reached by pumping 
into farm lands, and much of the rest into forest tracts, thus cutting down to a minor factor the erosion 
of the soil." 

The writer has confined himself largely to the historical development of the 
works on the rivers and the description of the present stages of the works. The 
book will be found useful to anyone who desires a concise account of the Miss- 
issippi River problem. In it may be found detailed accounts of the various kinds 
of levees and revetments, descriptions of locks and dams used in canalization, 
an explanation of the function of the jetties, and much information concerning 
this extensive river system. The text of the book is more modest than its title. 

R. M. B. 

Une Croisiere sur le Nil. Khartoum-Gondokoro. Par Cap. E. A. 

d'Albertis. 262 pp., many Illustrations and Map. F. Diemer (Finck & 

Baylaender Succ), Cairo, 1909 (?). Fr. 5. 
This is a new edition of the finely illustrated volume in which Captain 
d'Albertis described the journey by steamer between Khartum and Gondokoro as 
he saw the country along the Nile in 1904. The volume is brought up to date 
by an appendix. Part I, not noticed in the title, is a description of the Assuan 
reservoir and a statement of its economic influence upon Egypt. Part II gives 
the story of the journey on the White Nile and describes the country and the 
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peoples along its banks. The book is written with skill and care and will 
especially help those who wish to know the general aspects of the Upper Nile 
or to make the long excursion to Gondokoro, within about 5° of the equator. 

Die Geographische Verteilung der Getreidepreise in Indien von 
1861 bis 1905. Von Th. H. Engelbrecht. viii and 112 pp., 30 
Maps, and 2 Diagrams. Paul Parey, Berlin, 1908. M. 5. 

Contains tables showing the average prices of wheat, rice, maize and the other 
grains grown in India for ten-year periods, with a discussion of these data and 
a series of maps on which are printed the average prices of each cereal, for 
ten-year periods, in each of the grain-growing districts. 

The South African Natives, their Progress and Present Condi- 
tion. Edited by the South African Native Races Committee. 

xii and 247 pp. and Index. E. P. Dutton & Co., New York, 1909. $2. 

In view of the vast importance of the native question in South Africa, this 
committee was organized in England, some years ago, to study the various 
phases of the question and report upon them. The chief results of its inquiries 
were printed in a book entitled "The Natives of South Africa." The present 
work is supplementary to the first volume. It does not go over the ground of 
the earlier work, but describes changes that have taken place in native affairs 
and gives the results of the most recent investigations. These two books, as well 
as the Reports of the Inter-Colonial Commission on Native Affairs of 1903-5 and 
the Natal Commission of 1906-7, are very important to all who wish to be well 
informed as to the socio-economic problems that have arisen in South Africa. 
The volume before us describes the remarkable economic and social changes 
now occurring among the natives, the progress of education among them, the 
recent developments in regard to taxation, and includes a chapter on the adminis- 
tration of natives in the various colonies by Sir Godfrey Lagden. On the whole, 
the book shows that the present conditions are improving for the natives and 
that they, themselves, are helping to bring about desirable changes. The book is 
crowded with facts and a full discussion of them. 

Die Italienischen Portolane des Mittelalters. Ein Beitrag zur 
Geschichte der Kartographie und Nautik. Von Konrad 

Kretschmer. Mit einer Kartenbeilage. viii and 688 pp. and Map. Konig- 
liche Hofbuchhandlung Ernst Siegfried Mittler und Sohn, Berlin, 1909. 

This volume is number thirteen in the series of publications issued under the 
general editorship of Professor Albrecht Penck and bearing the general title 
"Veroffentlichungen des Institutes fur Meereskunde und des geographischen 
Institutes an der Universitat Berlin." Dr. Kretschmer is a leading authority in 
the field of historical cartography, and we have in this publication, a masterly 
work. It appears to be a sort of by-product of the author's studies and researches 
in Italian archives in the years 1890-1891, at which time he was gathering 
material for his monumental geographical work commemorating the discovery of 
America. This by-product is scarcely less important than the main product of 
those years. 

Kretschmer gives due recognition to the scholarly work of Breusing, Fischer, 
Fiorni, Wagner and Nordenskiold within this field, whose conclusions he fre- 
quently quotes. When entertaining a different opinion concerning certain doubt- 
ful points he gives a clear statement of the reasons therefor. 



